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“The 1964 Kitty Genovese Tragedy: What Have We Learned?:Even 50 years later, we continue to learn new facts about her death and life.”
Harold Takooshian Ph.D .Posted Mar 24, 2014

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/not-just-bystander
Common yet unique. Thanks to Thirty-eight witnesses in 1964, we quickly learnt that the Genovese tragedy was not unique, but probably occurs daily-—people injured in front of inactive witnesses.  Behavioral science has identified and probed examples of the "Kitty Genovese syndrome"—like the infamous 1984 "New Bedford bar-room rape," or the needless death of homeless hero Hugo Tale-Yax in Jamaica, NY in 2010, and other tragedies of bystander inaction across places and years:

Esmin Green at Kings County Memorial Hospital in Brooklyn in 2008.

Angel Arce Torres in Hartford, CT in 2008.

Jayna Murray in Bethesda, MD in 2011.

Ilan Halimi in Paris, France in 2006.

Raymond Zack in Alameda, CA in 2011.

Axel Casian in Turlock, CA in 2008.

Shanda Sharer in Madison, IN in 2009.

Bonnie Bush in Manhattan in 1978.

Andrew Mormille in Brooklyn NY in 1965.

Baby Wang Yue in Foshan, China in 2011.

James Patrick Bulger, age 2, in Liverpool, UK in 1992.

Yet the Genovese tragedy remains unique in many ways—a non-celebrity homicide victim who is better known than her killer. Like Anne Frank, Kitty was an unknown person who became a international public figure only in her death. Kitty is known only for the last 28 minutes of her life, not the first 28 years.
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Student __________________________________________	# ______	Block __________________


Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. This requires reading of the article three times. 


Step 1: Number the paragraphs. Skim the article using these colors and symbols as you read:


	-UNKNOWN WORDS/DEFINITIONS | PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions


(*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering [(+) agree, (-) disagree]


Step 2: Define the vocabulary that has been boxed for you. Choose an appropriate synonym that has the same part of speech as the term. Write the synonym above each boxed term to help you better understand the excerpt.


Step 3: Read the article carefully, highlight text, and make associated notes in the margin. Notes should include:     


BLUE -strong connotation/denotation (diction/word choice)


YELLOW-big ideas (write a summary statement of important ideas for each major section)


PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions


GREEN- elements of argumentation (claims/assertions, evidence/grounds)


PURPLE - literary devices, tropes  ( PINK- methods of development/organization 


Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.


Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment. Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.








SCORE: ______________/4 Points


1. Completion


2. Vocabulary/Tone/Margin Notes


3. Correctness


4. Timeliness








What is the author doing? 








What is the author saying? 








After reading this article, what would you title it?





Retro Report By CLYDE HABERMAN JUNE 4, 2017


The video with this article is part of a documentary series presented by The New York Times: � HYPERLINK "https://www.retroreport.org/video/the-digital-bystander/" �https://www.retroreport.org/video/the-digital-bystander/� “The Digital Bystander” by Retro Report


The rape itself was horrific enough. In March, half a dozen boys and young men lured a 15-year-old girl to a house in Chicago and sexually assaulted her there, brutally and repeatedly. But what made this episode singularly appalling was the attackers’ streaming their crime on Facebook Live. From a count posted with the video, investigators deduced that about 40 people watched in real time. Yet not one of the viewers bothered to summon the authorities.


Eddie T. Johnson, Chicago’s police superintendent, did not hide his disgust. “Where are we going, what are we doing, as a society,” he asked later, “that people will actually look at those crimes taking place and not pick up the phone and dial 911?”


At least two teenagers have been arrested in the attack, but no charges have been brought against any of the online witnesses. It is not clear if they have been identified or if their inaction, however morally obtuse, qualifies as a criminal act where they live. Few states have laws requiring citizens to intervene when they know a crime is taking place, and those statutes usually apply to a narrow set of circumstances.


What happened in Chicago may trigger a sense of déjà vu in older Americans who readily recognize the name Kitty Genovese. It is more than half a century — long before the advent of Facebook and other forms of social media — since Ms. Genovese was murdered in Kew Gardens, Queens. But as recalled in this final offering in the current series of Retro Report, she endures as a symbol of bystanders’ refusal to get involved, even as a terrible wrong is being committed in front of them and the victim’s desperation is evident.


Retro Report, a series of video documentaries examining major news stories of the past and their continued resonance, harks back to the March night in 1964 when a psychopath named Winston Moseley stalked Catherine Genovese, 28, as she headed home from her job as a bar manager. In two separate attacks, he stabbed her at least 14 times and raped her.


The number of people believed to have witnessed that nightmare was strikingly similar to that of the video-recorded rape in Chicago. A seminal New York Times article said that 38 of Ms. Genovese’s neighbors had watched as the killer went after her and had heard her cry for help. But not one of them called the police.


Later investigations showed that version to have been a gross exaggeration. True, some people ignored the mortally wounded woman’s pleas. But only a few, it turned out, had a clear sense of what was happening, or glimpsed the attacks as they occurred. Many thought the street screams had come from drunks or perhaps quarreling lovers. And two people did in fact phone the police, though not in time to save Ms. Genovese.


(Mr. Moseley, captured five days later during a burglary, confessed to that homicide and to killing two other Queens women. He died last year at 81, having spent his last 52 years in prison.)


But the story of 38 people coldly ignoring a murder beneath their windows had a life of its own. It became emblematic of big-city apathy. The terms “bystander effect” and “Kitty Genovese syndrome” entered the language. 


Kitty Genovese was making her way from the train parking lot to her apartment on Austin Street, Queens, when she was killed. A seminal New York Times article said that 38 of Ms. Genovese’s neighbors had watched as the killer went after her and had


heard her cry for help. But not one of them called the police. 


As Retro Report notes, two social psychologists in New York,


 John M. Darley and Bibb Latané, conducted experiments


 that led them to posit that Ms. Genovese might have survived


 had there been fewer witnesses. Numbers can inhibit action,


 they concluded. “You think that if there are many people who 


are witness to something that other people certainly already have done something — why should it be me?” Dr. Latané said.


A 2015 article in The Wisconsin Law Review cited studies showing that most instances of school bullying are witnessed by other students and that in nearly one-third of reported sexual assaults, third parties are present.


But for some people it doesn’t take a crowd to do nothing. An infamous case was the 1997 murder of Sherrice Iverson, a 7-year-old girl who was dragged by a young man, Jeremy Strohmeyer, into a casino restroom in Nevada. There, he sexually assaulted and choked her and snapped her neck. A friend of his, David Cash Jr., was at the scene. He saw the evil in progress, but walked away – a moral barrenness reflected in his later comments to The Los Angeles Times: “I’m not going to get upset over somebody else’s life. I just worry about myself first. I’m not going to lose sleep over somebody else’s problems.”


In the age of social media and instant communication, the potential rises for a Kitty Genovese syndrome on steroids. Chicago again provides an example. On Dec. 31, the authorities there say, four young people kidnapped and tortured a mentally disabled teenager, streaming their brutality on Facebook Live. One assailant was so devoid of empathy for the victim that she whined on camera about not having much of a digital audience: “Ain’t nobody watching.”


In Columbus, Ohio, last year, an 18-year-old woman witnessed her teenage friend being raped. Instead of stepping in to help the victim, or at least calling the police, she streamed a live video of the assault on the Periscope app. “She got caught up in the ‘likes,’” a prosecutor said. In a plea bargain, she was found guilty of obstruction of justice and sentenced to nine months in prison.


There is reason to wonder if certain deplorable acts would have occurred in the absence of technology. In Los Angeles, a 14-year-old boy was seriously injured in December when he was sucker-punched by another teenager. That assault was recorded by another teenager who then posted the video on Snapchat.


While such episodes are not common, they inspire “there ought to be a law” demands. Fewer than a dozen states, though, have “duty to rescue” or “duty to report” requirements. Such statutes are distinct from better-known Good Samaritan laws, which exist nationwide and offer protection against liability to those who act when they see people in peril. They do not mandate a duty to intervene, however, and state laws that do so tend not to be stringently enforced.


There is an inherent ambiguity in some situations. As with the Genovese murder, people watching events unfold in a forum like Facebook Live may not be sure what they are seeing or hearing: Is that a real crime or a simulation?


Still, it doesn’t take much imagination to figure out what the philosopher John Stuart Mill might have thought of all this.


“Bad men,” he said in 1867, “need nothing more to compass their ends than that good men should look on and do nothing.”











Credit Eddie Hausner/The New York Times








Create a bibliographic entry/MLA citation of this article (use your reference book for help). Don’t forget your HANGING INDENT!























9/10.RL.1-6 *Don’t forget to record your bibliographic entry on your AOW final assignment sheet.*


Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.


Twelve Word Summary: Summarize the entire article in twelve words. (think: who, what, when, where, how)




















What is the underlying tone of the article? Use the tone reference sheet located in your handbook. What specific words or phrases develop that tone? 




















If a person witnesses a crime or something violent, is it his or her job to intervene? Is it his or her job to call for help? Explain your opinion.

















Explain what you think is the theme of this article. Create a thematic statement based on the word chosen from the list of abstract thematic ideas (in your reference handbook). 




















Based on the thematic statement you created, what pieces of evidence in the text support this idea or theme? (use in-text citations)
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Fragments Directions: Change the sentence fragments into complete sentences, adding correct capitalization and punctuation. Do not copy sentences from the text. 


to do nothing ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Scrambled Sentences Directions: Rearrange the words below into sentences. Add punctuation and capitalization. (Hint: the first word of the sentence is in bold.)


the potential in the communication rises for a of social media Kitty age and instant Genovese on syndrome steroids _______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Consider the actions of the bystanders mentioned in the article.  Does the portrayal of the bystanders to Kitty Genovese’s murder or any of the other bystanders compare to societal expectations for how a person should act in these situations? Should there be more “duty to intervene” or “duty to report” laws for witnesses to crimes?  Explain using evidence from the text to support your answer. (ICE/TAG).


TAG/ICE TEMPLATES/Examples


Step 1: Restate the question insert your opinion/argument/answer.


Step 2: According to (the author) in his/her (genre), “(title)” introduce quote “copy quote” (cite page/paragraph).


Step 3: Explain the connection from your opinion/argument/answer.
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