“THE GIFT OF THE MAGI” Interactive Reading Guide answer key
ANTICIPATION GUIDE ACTIVITIES
Answers will vary
CONNECT TO THE STORY 
· What kinds of sacrifices have you made in order to solve a problem?

Answers will vary
· What personal items would you have a hard time giving up and why?

Answers will vary
VOCABULARY WORDS  

For “The Gift of the Magi”

	VOCABULARY WORD
	+
	?
	-
	Used in context
	Definition
	Hints/Clues

	Imputation (p. 123)


	
	
	
	Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer and the vegetable man and the butcher until one's cheeks burned with the silent imputation of parsimony that such close dealing implied.
	an accusation
	

	Parsimony (p. 123)


	
	
	
	Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer and the vegetable man and the butcher until one's cheeks burned with the silent imputation of parsimony that such close dealing implied.

	stinginess 


	

	Instigate (p. 123)


	
	
	
	Which instigates the moral reflection that life is made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with sniffles predominating.

	give rise to; provoke or urge on to some action 


	

	Depreciate (p.125)


	
	
	
	Della would have let her hair hang out the window some day to dry just to depreciate Her Majesty's jewels and gifts. 

	to lessen the price or value of 


	

	Prudence  (p. 126)


	
	
	
	When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to prudence and reason.
	caution; good judgment 


	

	Scrutiny (p.127)


	
	
	
	For ten seconds let us regard with discreet scrutiny some inconsequential object in the other direction. 
	close inspection 


	

	Coveted (p.128)


	
	
	
	And now, they were hers, but the tresses that should have adorned the coveted adornments were gone.
	wanted
	


Make a prediction about what the story will be about based on the anticipation guide activities.
Answers will vary
Notebook Check #2: SYMBOLISM and IRONY
Symbol/Symbolism: Symbol is anything that stands for or represents something else.  It can highlight certain elements the author wishes to emphasize and adds levels of meaning.
Ironic situation:  a contradiction between appearance or expectation and reality
	Dramatic Irony

The reader or audience knows something that a character doesn’t know

Examples will vary
	(1)  When watching a horror movie, you know that the killer is upstairs, but the girl doesn’t know, and she runs up the stairs and ends up getting killed.

	
	(2)  Little Red Riding Hood knocks on grandma’s door, and the reader knows it’s really the wolf dressed as grandma, but the little girl doesn’t know this.

	
	(3)  In How the Grinch Stole Christmas, viewers know that the Grinch wants to ruin Christmas for Whoville, but the residents of Whoville don’t know this.

	Situational Irony

What actually happens is the opposite of what is expected to happen

Examples will vary
	(1)  A police chief’s son turns out to be a criminal

	
	(2)  The mighty, terrible Wizard of Oz turns out to be a con man

	
	(3)  A fire station catches on fire and burns to the ground

	Verbal Irony
A writer of speaker says one thing but really means something completely different 

(it sounds sarcastic)

Examples will vary

	(1)  As you stand next to a polluted river, you say, “Nice clean water you’ve got there.”

	
	(2)  Your boyfriend shows up for your date in ripped jeans and a stained t-shirt. You reply, “I see you’ve dressed up for our date.”

	
	(3)  Someone who has just been seriously hurt in an accident is asked how he feels, and he responds, “I’ve been better.”


Notebook Check #3: READING GUIDE

Identifying Problem and Solution (p. 123) What problem does O. Henry present in the opening paragraph? 

He established that Della is poor and she does not have enough money to buy a Christmas present. 

Expressing an Opinion (p. 123) 

Do you agree with the “moral reflection” in the second 







paragraph? Why or why not?
Yes, for most people, life is full of hardship, suffering, and sorrow. OR No, it’s too pessimistic- life is what you make of it. 

Making Inferences (p. 123-124) 
What do the details in paragraphs 3-5 tell you about the couple and the setting of the story? 

The couple is poor, since they have a shabby apartment, their income has shrunk, and they cannot afford to fix things. The story takes place in the past, since both the rent and the husband’s income are far less than they would be today. 

Symbolism (p. 124 and 125) 

	
	Significance to Jim
	Significance to Della

	Della’s Hair
	
	Represents her beauty

	Jim’s Watch
	Represents his family and tradition
	

	
	Literal Meaning
	Symbolic Meaning

	Magi
	Three wise men in biblical stories
	Della and Jim are the true magi because of their self-sacraficing gifts

	Symbol
	Meaning

	Jim’s middle name, Dillingham, on the mailbox
	As Jim’s income shrinks, his name on the mailbox seems to reflect that. It gets smaller and less important sounding.

	A gray cat walking a gray fence in a gray backyard.
	Everything seems colorless and unhappy for Della. It reflects her sadness and gloominess. 

	Della selling her hair


	She sacrificing the one valuable thing she has for Jim, which shows that he’s more valuable to her than anything else

	The watch chain that Della buys Jim


	The chain represents her love for Jim. It connects him to the treasured watch, which means that he is treasured, too.

	the things Della sees out the window
	Della’s sadness and the gloomy mood


Identifying Problem and Solution (p. 125) When the narrator says “Once she faltered for a minute and stood still while 




a tear or two splashed on the worn red carpet,” what do you think Della is 




going to do? 

Della is going to do something with her hair, such as cut it off, and sell it. 

Rewards and Sacrifices (p. 126)        How do you think Della feels about her sacrifice when she “knew it must be Jim’s”?
Della has possibly put aside her feelings of loss regarding her hair when she sees the perfect fob chain for Jim’s watch.
Point of View (p. 126) 


What point of view is the story told in?
The story is told in the third person omniscient point of view. 

Identifying Problem and Solution (p. 126)
Della cut her hair to buy a gift for Jim. What new problem is caused by this solution?

Della is worried that Jim will not find her pretty with short hair. 

Breaking Down Text (p. 127) 
“Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his Della. For ten seconds let us regard with discreet scrutiny some inconsequential object in the other direction. Eight dollars a week or a million a year—what is the difference? A mathematician or a wit would give you the wrong answer. The magi brought valuable gifts, but that was not among them. This dark assertion will be illuminated later on.”
What is the author suggesting in this passage? Della compares the watch chain to Jim: Quietness and value- the description applied to both. Does this description apply to Jim when he enters the flat? Explain. 

The author is suggesting that money is not the measure of true love and that the Magi did not bring the gift of self-sacrificing love. When Jim sees Della, he quietly tries to comprehend the changes he sees in Della. When he does respond, he is calm and comforting. He states that the changes would never diminish his feelings for her.

Ironic Situation (p. 128) 
How do the combs create an ironic situation? How does this “snapper” or surprise twist, make the situation in the story even more ironic? What lesson about life and love do you think it teaches Della and Jim?
With her hair so short, Della has no use for the combs; it’s ironic because Della sold her hair to buy a gift. 

Both Dell and Jim sacrificed their most cherished possession to buy something for the use with the other’s most cherished possession. 

· What is the real “gift” referred to in the title? (Notice that O. Henry says “gift,” not “gifts.”) Even though neither Jim nor Della can use their gifts, how are they rewarded for their sacrifices?

The real gift is the gift of love. 

· A paradox is an apparent contradiction that is actually true. It may be a statement or situation. Explain why the following statement is a paradox: Jim and Della were one of the richest couples on earth. 

Jim and Della are materially poor, but they are rich in love. 

· What do you think this story, written almost a century ago, has to say about our consumer society today? Do you think that we often equate love with money?   Is this a problem? Consider advertising, the amount of money we spend on gifts, the value placed on having many possessions. 

Answers will vary
Big idea:  How do the characters in this story face adversity or potential adversity?  Do they overcome their adversity? What factors contributed to their success or failure? What is the most important factor in overcoming adversity?
Notebook Check #4: ALLUSIONS AND THEMES
Allusion is a reference to a well known person, event, place, literary work or work of art.  Allows a writer to express complex ideas without spelling them out
Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in which they both took a mighty pride. One was Jim's gold watch that had been his father's and his grandfather's. The other was Della's hair. Had the queen of Sheba lived in the flat across the airshaft, Della would have let her hair hang out the window some day to dry just to depreciate Her Majesty's jewels and gifts. Had King Solomon been the janitor, with all his treasures piled up in the basement, Jim would have pulled out his watch every time he passed, just to see him pluck at his beard from envy.

The above paragraph uses several different allusions.  What do we learn from the paragraph?  How do the allusions contribute to the overall message?
He is saying Jim and Della value their prized possessions more than riches. 

The magi, as you know, were wise men—wonderfully wise men—who brought gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word to the wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two were the wisest. O all who give and receive gifts, such as they are wisest. Everywhere they are wisest. They are the magi.
O. Henry is comparing the gifts that Jim and Della exchanged with the Magi’s gifts. What does this comparison suggest about Jim’s and Della’s gifts? 
It suggests that Jim’s and Della’s gifts to each other were motivated by love. Jim and Della were poor, yet they found a way to give each other profound gifts. In the end, it was not the watch chain or the combs that mattered, but their willingness to make sacrifices for each other.

Allusions in the story: 

	The person, place, or event from literature, history, religion, or culture.
	Significance of Reference

	The Magi
	The story of the Magi and Della and Jim are both set at Christmas. Della and Jim, though poor, feel as generous and determined to give gifts as the magi had. The lesson the two characters learn makes them wiser, like the magi.

	King Solomon
	King Solomon was a very rich king who was also wiles. The idea that Solomon would crave Jim’s watch reveals its value. 

	Queen of Sheba
	Like the Queen of Sheba, Della is very beautiful and wealthy in her own way . Her hair is the source of bother her beauty and her wealth.


Allusions to these figures underscore the story’s theme, which is: 


Notebook Check #5: ADVERSITY JOURNAL ENTRIES
Answers will vary

People should always give gifts that they can afford, not ones that are too expensive


If two people love each other, money doesn’t matter


Love conquers all. 








