Identifying Examples of Literary Elements
Identify and be able to explain each of the following literary element and figurative language examples.

	STATION 1
	

	  simile         


	Big trees fell like toothpicks when Paul Bunyan swung his axe.

	
	“All the sea was like a cauldron”

	
	“The sea was as flat as a plate-glass window.”

	
	“…a screen of leaves almost as thick as tapestry…”

	implied metaphor    


	Her harsh words slashed the child’s tender heart.



	
	“Following the trail with the sureness of a bloodhound…”

	
	“My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand/ To smooth that rough touch with a tender Kiss



	extended metaphor


	“Life the hound/Equivocal/Comes at a bound/Either to rend me/Or to befriend me./I cannot tell/The hound's intent/Till he has sprung/At my bare hand/With teeth or tongue./Meanwhile I stand/And wait the event.”



	
	“In a smithy/ one sees a white-hot axhead or an adze plunged and wrung in a cold tub, screeching steam---
the way they make soft iron hale and hard--- just so that eyeball hissed around the spike”

	
	…When Odysseus and his men blind the Cyclops: "as a blacksmith plunges a glowing ax or adze / in an ice-cold bath and the metal screeches steam / and its temper hardens — that's the iron's strength — / so the eye of the Cyclops sizzled round that stake!"



	direct metaphor      

   
	Dave’s voice was a cannon breaking the silence.



	
	“The lights of the yacht became faint and ever-vanishing fireflies…”

	
	

	mixed metaphor


	He stepped up to the plate and grabbed the bull by the horns.



	
	
We could stand here and talk until the cows turn blue.

	STATION 2
	

	alliteration            


	“Many were there, too, torn by brazen lanceheads, battle-slain, bearing still their bloody gear.”



	
	“When griping griefs the heart doth wound, and doleful dumps the mind oppress, then music 

with her silver sound . . .”  

	
	“O, he’s the courageous captain of compliments.”

	
	I saw lingering, late and lightless, a single swam, swinging in the lake.



	assonance    

        
	Fleet feet sweep by sleeping geeks.



	
	“Men sell the wedding bells.”

	onomatopoeia     


	Rice Krispies cereal is known for its snap, crackle and pop.



	
	Both bees and buzzers buzz.



	STATION 3
	

	Flashback


	In a story about a girl who is afraid of heights, she remembers a time when she fell off of the top of a playground as a young child.



	
	In a story about a man who acts strangely and rude, he has a member of  a scene of war, in which this man was a soldier.



	Foreshadowing


	“Should destiny intend that he shall see his roof again among his family in his fatherland, far be that day, and dark the years between. Let him lose all companions, and return Under strange sail to bitter days at home.” --Polyphemus’ curse



	
	A character behaves in an odd and erratic fashion and complains continuously of a headache. Later, that character is diagnosed with a brain tumor.



	
	“I fear too early; for my mind misgives/ Some consequence yet hanging in the stars/Shall 

bitterly begin his fearful date . . .”

	STATION 4
	

	Paradox


	The silence was deafening.



	
	“I can resist anything but temptation.” – Oscar Wilde



	
	“What a pity that youth must be wasted on the young.”

	Oxymoron


	“Beautiful tyrant! Fiend angelical! Dove-feathered raven! Wolvish-ravening lamb! . . . a damned saint, an honorable villain!”

	
	Fried jumbo shrimp are tonight’s special.

	
	We are starting a new tradition.

	
	Have you ever seen the movie Night of the Living Dead?



	hyperbole     


	“Beg pardon of the Prince, and call thee back/ With twenty hundred thousand times more joy.”

	
	My sister uses so much makeup that she has to use a sandblaster to get it off.



	
	I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.

	idiom   


	“The cat was coming again to play with the mouse.”

	
	That test was a piece of cake.



	
	He walks around with a chip on his shoulder.

	personification    


	“When Dawn spread out her finger tips of rose…”

	
	“We saw a cavern yawning”

	
	The gray-eyed morn smiles on the frowning night.”

	
	“…the muck sucked viciously at his foot

	Pun


	“You have dancing shoes with nimble soles; I have a soul of lead so stakes me to the ground . . .”
A dog not only has a fur coat but also pants.



	STATION 5
	

	Direct characterization


	He had dead black eyes

	
	 Karen is bright, energetic, and helpful.

	
	

	Indirect characterization


	When Jane walked in the room, nobody could help but look at her stunning, gorgeous face. She commanded attention wherever she went due to her good looks.



	
	Jim was very unlike any other businessman. He made sure that all his clients got what they had paid for. 



	STATION 6
	

	Allusion


	“Speak my gossip Venus one fair word, /One nickname for her purblind son and heir . . .”

	Symbol/symbolism


	A lion often represents loyalty.



	
	A mirror can denote the sun but when it is broken, it can represent an unhappy union or a separation. 


	Allegory


	The Hunger Games: This trilogy of Young Adult books (and now blockbuster movies) is a representation  of our obsession with reality television and how it numbs us to reality.




	Big trees fell like toothpicks when Paul Bunyan swung his axe.



	“All the sea was like a cauldron”



	“The sea was as flat as a plate-glass window.”



	“…a screen of leaves almost as thick as tapestry…”



	Her harsh words slashed the child’s tender heart.



	“Following the trail with the sureness of a bloodhound…”



	“My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand/ To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss”


	“Life the hound/Equivocal/Comes at a bound/Either to rend me/Or to befriend me./I cannot tell/The hound's intent/Till he has sprung/At my bare hand/With teeth or tongue./Meanwhile I stand/And wait the event.”



	“In a smithy/ one sees a white-hot axhead or an adze plunged and wrung in a cold tub, screeching steam---
the way they make soft iron hale and hard--- just so that eyeball hissed around the spike”



	…When Odysseus and his men blind the Cyclops: "as a blacksmith plunges a glowing ax or adze / in an ice-cold bath and the metal screeches steam / and its temper hardens — that's the iron's strength — / so the eye of the Cyclops sizzled round that stake!"



	Dave’s voice was a cannon breaking the silence.



	“The lights of the yacht became faint and ever-vanishing fireflies…”



	He stepped up to the plate and grabbed the bull by the horns.



	
We could stand here and talk until the cows turn blue.

	

	“Many were there, too, torn by brazen lanceheads, battle-slain, bearing still their bloody gear.”



	“When griping griefs the heart doth wound, and doleful dumps the mind oppress, then music 

with her silver sound . . .”  

	“O, he’s the courageous captain of compliments.”



	I saw lingering, late and lightless, a single swam, swinging in the lake.



	Fleet feet sweep by sleeping geeks.



	“Men sell the wedding bells.”

	Rice Krispies cereal is known for its snap, crackle and pop.



	Both bees and buzzers buzz.



	

	In a story about a girl who is afraid of heights, she remembers a time when she fell off of the top of a playground as a young child.



	In a story about a man who acts strangely and rude, he has a member of  a scene of war, in which this man was a soldier.



	“Should destiny intend that he shall see his roof again among his family in his fatherland, far be that day, and dark the years between. Let him lose all companions, and return Under strange sail to bitter days at home.” --Polyphemus’ curse



	A character behaves in an odd and erratic fashion and complains continuously of a headache. Later, that character is diagnosed with a brain tumor.



	“I fear too early; for my mind misgives/ Some consequence yet hanging in the stars/Shall 

bitterly begin his fearful date . . .”

	

	The silence was deafening.



	“I can resist anything but temptation.” – Oscar Wilde



	“What a pity that youth must be wasted on the young.”

	“Beautiful tyrant! Fiend angelical! Dove-feathered raven! Wolvish-ravening lamb! . . . a damned saint, an honorable villain!”



	Fried jumbo shrimp are tonight’s special.



	We are starting a new tradition.



	Have you ever seen the movie Night of the Living Dead?



	“Beg pardon of the Prince, and call thee back/ With twenty hundred thousand times more joy.”



	My sister uses so much makeup that she has to use a sandblaster to get it off.



	I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.



	“The cat was coming again to play with the mouse.”



	That test was a piece of cake.



	He walks around with a chip on his shoulder.



	“When Dawn spread out her finger tips of rose…”



	“We saw a cavern yawning”


	The gray-eyed morn smiles on the frowning night.”



	“…the muck sucked viciously at his foot



	“You have dancing shoes with nimble soles; I have a soul of lead so stakes me to the ground . . .”



	A dog not only has a fur coat but also pants.



	

	He had dead black eyes



	 Karen is bright, energetic, and helpful.

	When Jane walked in the room, nobody could help but look at her stunning, gorgeous face. She commanded attention wherever she went due to her good looks.



	Jim was very unlike any other businessman. He made sure that all his clients got what they had paid for. 



	

	“Speak my gossip Venus one fair word, /One nickname for her purblind son and heir . . .”



	A lion often represents loyalty.



	A mirror can denote the sun but when it is broken, it can represent an unhappy union or a separation. 


	The Hunger Games: This trilogy of Young Adult books (and now blockbuster movies) is a representation  of our obsession with reality television and how it numbs us to reality.




