WHAT IS IRONY?
	Dramatic Irony
The reader or audience knows something that a character doesn’t know

	(1)  When watching a horror movie, you know that the killer is upstairs, but the girl doesn’t know, and she runs up the stairs and ends up getting killed.

	
	(2)  Little Red Riding Hood knocks on grandma’s door, and the reader knows it’s really the wolf dressed as grandma, but the little girl doesn’t know this.

	
	(3)  In How the Grinch Stole Christmas, viewers know that the Grinch wants to ruin Christmas for Whoville, but the residents of Whoville don’t know this.

	Situational Irony

What actually happens is the opposite of what is expected to happen

	(1)  A police chief’s son turns out to be a criminal

	
	(2)  The mighty, terrible Wizard of Oz turns out to be a con man

	
	(3)  A fire station catches on fire and burns to the ground

	Verbal Irony

A writer of speaker says one thing but really means something completely different 

(it sounds sarcastic)

	(1)  As you stand next to a polluted river, you say, “Nice clean water you’ve got there.”

	
	(2)  Your boyfriend shows up for your date in ripped jeans and a stained t-shirt. You reply, “I see you’ve dressed up for our date.”

	
	(3)  Someone who has just been seriously hurt in an accident is asked how he feels, and he responds, “I’ve been better.”
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