Notebook Check #1 

Answers will vary

Notebook Check #2
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Richard Connell (1893-1949)
· Began writing at 10 years old covering baseball games

· Became city editor at 16 years old 

· Attended Harvard and edited school magazine and newspaper

· He wrote novels, screenplays and hundreds of short stories 

“The Most Dangerous Game” is the only piece of writing still in print 
Notebook Check 3
Vocabulary
	WORD
	DEFINITION
	SYNONYMS
	EXAMPLE/HINTS

	Palpable (p. 24) 

ADJECTIVE
	EASILY FELT OR TOUCHED
	TOUCHABLE; TANGIBLE; TACTILE 
	

	Tangible (p. 25) 

ADJECTIVE
	CAPABLE OF BEING TOUCHED OR FELT
	TOUCHABLE; PALPABLE; TACTILE
	

	Indolently (p. 25)

ADVERB
	LAZILY
	LAZILY; IDLY 
	

	Discern (p. 27) 

VERB
	TO DETECT OR RECOGNIZE; TO MAKE OUT
	RECOGNIZE; DETECT; DISTINGUISH; BEHOLD; NOTICE
	

	Disarming (p. 27)

ADJECTIVE
	REMOVING OR LESSONING SUSPICION OR FEAR; CHARMING
	CONVINCING; PERSUASIVE; IRRESISTIBLE
	

	Amenities (p. 29)

NOUN
	COMFORTS & CONVENIENCES
	LUXURIES; INDULGENCES
	

	Imprudent (p. 30)

ADJECTIVE
	UNWISE
	SENSELESS; FOOLISH; NAÏVE, IMMATURE
	

	Condone (p. 31)

VERB
	TO EXCUSE OR OVERLOOK AN OFFENSE, USUALLY A SERIOUS ONE, WITHOUT CRITICISM
	APPROVE; EXCUSE; OVERLOOK; IGNORE
	

	Scruples (p. 32)

NOUN
	BELIEFS ABOUT THE MORALITY OR ETHICS OF AN ACT
	MORALS; PRINCIPLES
	

	Solicitously (p.34) 

ADVERB
	IN A CONCERNED MANNER
	CAREFULLY; KINDLY; THOUGHTFULLY; COMPASSIONATELY
	

	Opiate (p. 34)

NOUN
	ANYTHING THAT TENDS TO SOOTHE OR CALM SOMEONE
	DRUG; NARCOTIC
	

	Venerable (p. 35 )

ADJECTIVE
	RESPECTED; HONORED
	ADMIRABLE; DIGNIFIED; WISE
	

	Deplorable (p. 35)

ADJECTIVE
	REGRETTABLE; VERY BAD
	DISGUSTING; GRUSOME; UNPLEASANT
	

	Imperative (p. 36)

ADJECTIVE
	ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY
	IMPORTANT; ESSSENTIAL; CRITICAL
	

	Precariously (p.37)

ADVERB
	UNSTEADILY; IN AN UNSTABLE MANNER
	CARELESSLY; DANGEROUSLY
	

	Zealous (p. 37)

ADJECTIVE
	VERY EAGER; ENTHUSIASTIC
	DEDICATED; DEVOTED; EAGER; PASSIONATE
	


Notebook Check #4 QUESTION GUIDE 

1. Making Predictions   (p. 24)
Answers will vary
2. Setting 

(p. 24)

What do we know so far about the story’s setting?
It is set in the Caribbean and an island in the Caribbean sea known as Ship Trap Island
3. Critical Thinking 
(p. 25) 

What does each man’s opinion about hunting reveal about him?
Whitney’s opinion shows that he has some compassion for animals, but he hunts them anyway as “great sport.” Rainsford is cold and lacking in compassion, but this might make him a better hunter. 

4. Figure of Speech 
(p. 27) 

“[The chateau] was set on a high bluff, and on three sides of it               






cliffs dived down to where the sea licked greedy lips in the shadows.” 
Personification- Sea licking greedy lips 

5. Connect to Text 
(p. 28) 

What do you think of the giant’s behavior when he answers the door?
It could be normal for living in such an isolated area. On the other hand, it isn’t normal behavior. He seems paranoid, or maybe he has something to hide. 
6. Conflict 

(p. 35)  
Are Zaroff and Rainsford an even match? Why or why not? 
Zaroff has an advantage, because he knows the island and will be armed with a pistol. He also has psychological advantage, because he’s the one on the offensive rather than the defensive. 

7. Character
 
(p. 35)

 What does the following statement reveal about Zaroff’s character? 






“We call it Death Swamp. There’s quicksand there. One foolish 






fellow tried it. The deplorable part of it was that Lazarus followed 






him… I loved Lazarus; he was the fines hound in my pack.” 
It shows how unbalanced he is- he loves a dog but doesn’t feel compassion toward people. 

8. Conflict 

(p. 36) 

(end of page) Why does Zaroff smile and blow the smoke ring? 






Who seems to have the upper hand in the conflict at this point?  
a. He knows Rainsford is in the tree and playing with Rainsford.  OR He thinks he is close to catching Rainsford. 

b. Zaroff does because he is toying with Rainsford. OR He has outsmarted Zaroff. 

9. Figure of Speech 
(p. 37) 

“An apprehensive night crawled slowly by like a wounded snake, 






and sleep did not visit Rainsford, although the silence of a dead 






world was on the jungle.” 
Personification- the night crawled

Simile- comparing a night crawling slowly to a wounded snake

10. Connect to Text 
(p. 38) 

What does Rainsford finally come to understand about hunting? 






(HINT: This understanding contradicts his original beliefs.)
He has learned what it feels like to be hunted, and he’s learned that a hunted animal does experience pain and fear. 

11. Character 
(p. 39) 


How do Zaroff’s “slight annoyances” show his insanity?
He doesn’t mourn Ivan like a normal human would. He is upset that Rainsford hasn’t played according to his rules. The fact that he is only “slightly annoyed” after the day’s terrifying events shows that he’s not sane.
12. Connect to Text 
(p. 40) 

What happens in the end? Who wins? What is suggested about 






Rainsford at the end of the page? 

We can conclude that Rainsford wins, since he gets to sleep in Zaroff’s bed. Rainsford’s enjoyment of the bed suggests that perhaps, having killed two people, he has become a little like Zaroff. 

Theme: CENTRAL IDEA OR INSIGHT REVEALED IN A STORY

(see Anticipation guide for potential themes)
Motif: IMPORTANT & SOMETIMES RECURRING THEME OR IDEA IN A WORK OF LITERATURE
Appearance vs. Reality: In what way does Zaroff’s appearance conflict with the reality of his personality and values?

	CHARACTERISTICS
	A CRIMINAL
	ZAROFF

	Residential area (p. 27)
	
	OWNS AN ISLAND 

	Type of dwelling (p. 27)
	
	CHATEAU; CANOPIED BED THAT FITS 6; HUGE DINING ROOM

	Manner of speech
(throughout story)
	
	FORMAL; PRECISE; ACCURATE

	Dining table furnishings (p. 29)
	
	THE FINEST LINEN, CRYSTAL, SILVER AND CHINA

	Food and beverages consumed

(p. 29)
	
	FILET MIGNON; COCKTAILS; RICH, RED SOUP W/WHIPPED CREAM; CHAMPAGNE

	Family background (p. 28; 30)
	
	RICH; FATHER OWNED ¼ MILLION ACRES

	Favorite activities, interests 

(p. 29)
	
	READING BOOKS WRITTEN IN 3 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES; HUNTING ALL OVER THE WORLD

	Socioeconomic class (p. 29)
	
	MEMBER OF HIGHEST LEVEL IN RUSSIAN SOCIETY; A COSSACK

	Clothing (p. 29) 


	
	CLOTHING FROM LONDON TAILOR WHO SEWED FOR NONE BELOW RANK OF DUKE

	Other
	
	(P.28) HAS THE FACE OF AN ARISTOCRAT 


Notebook Check 5:

Figurative Language and Plot Devices –“The Most Dangerous Game”
Practice: 
1. Using the examples provided as a guide, identify the figurative language term or plot device that is being used in each of the quotes/statements below. Make sure to go back to the story to read the quote in context. Record the page number. Write the figurative language or plot device term in the space provided. 

2. ―blood warm waters…  

metaphor 

3. ―He knew is pursuer was coming… 

foreshadowing
4. Zaroff does not say he regards man as the most dangerous game. 

suspense
5. ―The sea was as flat as a plate-glass window. 

simile
6. ―…he found the general studying him… 

foreshadowing
7. ―Following the trail with the sureness of a bloodhound… 

metaphor
8. ―…the muck sucked viciously at his foot as if it were a giant leech.

Personification and simile 

9. Rainsford, the hunter, is now being hunted. 

irony
10. ―What perils that tangle of trees and underbrush might hold for him did not concern Rainsford just then. 

foreshadowing
11. ―The lights of the yacht became faint and ever-vanishing fireflies… 

metaphor
12. ―The cat was coming again to play with the mouse. 

(Extended)Metaphor or idiom referencing the game of cat and mouse
13. ―But perhaps the general was a devil 

metaphor
14. ―I have electricity. We try to be civilized here. 

irony
15. ―…a screen of leaves almost as thick as tapestry… 

simile
16. ―giant rocks with razor edges crouch like a sea monster with wide open jaws. 

personification and simile 

Foreshadowing: THE USE OF CLUES TO HINT AT EVENTS THAT WILL OCCUR LATER; A WARNING
	EXAMPLES OF FORESHADOWING IN THE STORY
	EXPLANATION OF FORESHADOWING

	Whitney tells Rainsford about the evil reputation of the island. 

	RAINSFORD FALLS OVERBOARD AND SWIMS TO THE ISLAND.

Quotes will vary

	The island is called Ship Trap Island, and sailors fear it. 


	ZAROFF TRAPS SHIPS AND CAPTURES SAILORS, WHO SERVE AS HIS PREY.

Quotes will vary

	Zaroff tells Rainsford that he has found a new, more dangerous animal to hunt. 
	THE MOST DANGEROUS GAME THAT ZAROFF HUNTS IS HUMAN BEINGS.

Quotes will vary

	Zaroff knows that Rainsford is a famous big game hunter.
	ZAROFF HUNTS RAINSFORD.

Quotes will vary

	Rainsford hears gunshots as he swims towards the island. 
	ZAROFF WAS HUNTING A HUMAN BEING. LATER, RAINSFORD WILL BE HUNTED BY ZAROFF WHEN HE IS FORCED TO PLAY ZAROFF’S GAME.

Quotes will vary


Notebook Check#6 Plot Sequence and Characterization

Plot: THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS IN A STORY
A. Zaroff tells Rainsford he hunts the most dangerous prey: man. 

B. Rainsford leaps off of a cliff into the sea. 

C. The sea is the Caribbean Sea. 

D. Rainsford loses his balance and falls into the sea. 

E. Zaroff uses the dogs to hunt Rainsford. 

F. Zaroff stands below Rainsford (who’s up a tree), smiles and moves on. 

G. Zaroff thinks that Rainsford is dead. 

H. Rainsford kills Ivan. 

I. Rainsford has never slept in a more comfortable bed. 

J. Zaroff asks Rainsford to join him in hunting his prey. 

K. Rainsford is on a yacht bound for the Amazon. 

L. Zaroff tells Rainsford that he is bored with hunting most animals. 

M. Rainsford talks with Whitney about “Ship Trap” Island. 

N.   Rainsford builds a Malay man-catcher. 

O. Zaroff loses one of his best dogs. 

P. Rainsford builds a Burmese Tiger Pit. 

Q. Zaroff shows Rainsford how he traps ships with lights that indicate a channel. 

R.    We find out that Rainsford is a big game hunter. 

S. Whitney expresses his views on hunting to Rainsford.
T. Rainsford confronts Zaroff in his bedroom.

The Plot of “The Most Dangerous Game”
EXPOSITION
1. K
2. M
3. The sea is the Caribbean Sea.  C
4. R
5. S
RISING ACTION
6. Rainsford loses his balance and falls into the sea.  D
7. A
8. J
9. Q
10. L
11. F
12. N
13. E
14. P
15. Zaroff loses one of his dogs O
16. H
17. B
18. G

CLIMAX
19. T
RESOLUTION
20. I

Notebook Check #7 Answers will vary
Notebook #8 Conflict and Suspense
Conflict: A STRUGGLE BETWEEN TWO FORCES: MAN VS. MAN, MAN VS. NATURE, MAN VS. SOCIETY, OR MAN VS. SELF
	QUESTION
	TYPE OF CONFLICT
	DESCRIPTION OF CONFLICT

	(p. 26) What type of conflict is described in the second paragraph?
	EXTERNAL: MAN VS. NATURE AND INTERNAL: MAN VS. SELF

	BETWEEN RAINSFORD AND THE SEA AS HE FIGHTS TO KEEP FROM DROWNING; WITH HIMSELF TO STAY STRONG ENOUGH TO NOT DROWN

	(p. 30) How has the lack of external conflict led to an internal conflict for General Zaroff? 
	INTERNAL: MAN VS. SELF
	HE’S FRUSTRATED BY THE LACK OF CHALLENGING GAME. HE IS BORED AND DISAPPOINTED.

	
	
	

	(p. 35) When Zaroff wants Rainsford to “say nothing of his visit here,” what type of conflict is portrayed?
	EXTERNAL: MAN VS. SOCIETY
	ZAROFF DOESN’T WANT ANYONE TO KNOW FOR FEAR OF BEING PUNISHED FOR HIS CRIMES, & HE’S AFRAID THAT HE’D NO LONGER BE ABLE TO PLAY HIS GAME.

	(p. 35) What kind of conflict is presented when Rainsford says “I’ll agree to nothing of the kind.”?
	EXTERNAL: MAN VS. MAN
	RAINSFORD REFUSES TO AGREE TO STAY SILENT ABOUT ZAROFF’S ISLAND IF RAINSFORD EVER MAKES IT OFF THE ISLAND.

	(p. 39) What type of conflict occurs in the third paragraph? 
	INTERNAL: MAN VS. SELF
	RAINSFORD MUST CONTROL HIS PANIC, HASTE AND IMPULSIVENESS.


Suspense: A FEELING OF CURIOSITY, UNCERTAINTY, OR DREAD ABOUT WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN NEXT
	EXAMPLES OF SUSPENSE IN THE STORY
	HOW THE SUSPENSE AFFECTS THE READER

	(p.25) “This place has an evil name among seafaring men, sir.”


	The reader can conclude that evil things happen on the island

	(p.26) Rainsford heard “a high screaming sound, the sound of an animal in an extremity of anguish and terror.”


	The reader can conclude that the “thing” is experiencing terror, pain, anguish and eventually, death. Note: foreshadowing—an “animal” that he doesn’t recognize gives us a clue

	(p.31) Zaroff says, “I had to invent a new animal to hunt.”


	The reader can conclude that the “invented” animal is of a particular unknown origin –created, leaving the reader curious and uncertain.

	(p.35) “Au revoir, Mr. Rainsford, au revoir.” General Zaroff, with a deep, courtly bow, strolled from the room.


	The reader can conclude that the next time Zaroff and Rainsford meet, they will be playing the “game” and one will be saying goodbye to the other.


Notebook Check #9 Answers will vary
Notebook Check #10 Answers will Vary
